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ime does fiy when you're having fun!

Yes, the long anticipated lucky 13

edition of the annual newsiettar is here!

- Followed in popularity only by the arrival of the

new phone book, it is again jam packed with
helpful information and maybe even a bit of
entertainment here and there. So, relax and
snjoy. When you've finished, feel free to pass
it on to a friend whose agent may simply collect
their pramiums and play golf.

Did We Mention We Love
Referrals? And Now...

We'll make it worth your while! Without
question, referral business is best. With that in
mind, eagh time you send us a referral we’ll send
you a token of appreciation, If you refer
someong, just have them mention your name
when they call and we’ll do the rest. You'll be
daoing them a favor. Our rates in all lines, auto,
home etc., are more competitive than ever and
we assume you can aftest to the service. Our
sincerest thanks! Gh, by the way, we’ll keep your
name on record. In 2007, you might be eligible
for something REALLY worthwhile. Stay tuned.

Not that we haven't mentiohed this before but
frere goes again. Do not put ashes in aboxin
your carport or garage. They can and do rekindle
after extraordinary periods of time to burn down
your house. Putthemina
metal container away from 1
any part of your structure
including the deck, .

Speaking of fives...

Davices called “fire pits”
are becoming quite the
thing of late. Most of them are simply steel
dishes on (egs that are designed to contain an
outside fire. No doubt, they can be quite
enjoyable on a crisp Autumn evening. A few
words of caution however. My daughter
purchased one only to have the botiom literally
fall out after just a few fires. Not a good situation
particularly if you have a porch or deck.
Speaking of which, they should not be used ena
wood porch or deck for obvious reasons. in her
case it fefl onto a stone patio which caused [ittle
more than a mess.

Okay, boating season is over but there are
some things you should consider. While your
Erie Homeprotector Palicy may provide limited

coverags, you should reatly
have a separate “Boat

" Protector Policy”. As
you might expect by
_.the name, the
policy Is truly
designed to
address the needs and
exposures which the typical boat owner might
encounter. It has a separate limit for the boat &
contents as well as liability coverage. It is by far
the most prudent way to make sure that your
boatis adequately covered. Call us for a
guotation.

| see whatyou mean...

This past Spring | was involved in an accident
for the first time in over twenty years! No, it
wasn't my fault. 1 was sitting at a traific light
when the fellow in front of me decided to back
up. And bay, did he back up! I was reminded
thatitis not the most pleasant experience in the
world even when you've been telling other
people what to do for many years, | did however,
manage to follow some of my own advice. The
gentieman acknowledgéd fault and agreed to
sign a staternent as such albsit on the back of an
envelope. Nevertheless, alf damages were paid in
fuli. So, be preparad. Have af least a pen or
pencil in the car and perhaps even a note pad, in
all probability your brain wilf not be functioning
at maximum efficiency so having at leas
couple of things at hand will
help. If there’s a dispute,
call the police. ON THE
COTHER HAND, it is my
obligation to advise you
not to sign anything at .
the scene of an accident unless requested by the
police. Needless to say, eur job Is o protect
YOU,

VERY IMPORTANT!
Did You Waive Your U/M?

Maryland policyholders have the right to
waive higher limits on Uninsured/tnderinsured
limits on your auto policy. We aiways
recommend that you carry the same limits for
this category of coverage as with your other
liability limits. Remember, Uninsurad Motorist
Coverage benefits YOU if you are struck by an
uninsured motorist or if the limits of liability for
the other parly are insufficient. Frankly,

instfficient limits have become a problem of late.

A number of our competitors are routinely
writing low limits to appear more competitive
than they really are. Unfortunately, most people
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don't find out until it's too late and you end up
making a claim ender your OWN POLICY
because someone eise wanted fo save a few
bucks. Please he sure to check your Erie poficy.
YOU MAY HAVE WAIVED HIGHER LIMITS
YEARS AGO and now wish 1o reconsider. It's
easy to find out just by looking at the declaration
page of the policy. Your uninsured limits should
match those of your liability coverage. If they do
nat or if you're uncertain, be sure to call us. If
you'd really like to address the problem contact
your legislator for the State of Maryland.
Minimum limits need to be increased and only
they can do it.

New Driverd?

While we do not
charge when someong
obtains a learner's
permit, we shouldbe  §
notified. This assures you of protection if thls
individual is involved in an accident. The actual
charge is not made until the ficense is obtained.
Gall us if you have questions.

Aworthwhile charity...

Needless to say, we've been contacted by
numerous charities over the years. While we try
to support as many as possible, we do have a
Tavorite that we consistently support. The
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation has been our
choice for quite somatime. We have some local
friends here in Laytonsville who are very
Involved with this organization. Frankly, it's hard
to find something more worthwhile, If you have
any interestyou can contdct them at pbtfus.org
or toll free at 800 253 6530. They're located at
302 Ridgefield Gt., Asheville, North Carolina
28808,

Is Your Home Adequately insured2?

According to an article in the Wall Street
Journal, 58% of houses are underinsured! This
is supported by a number of recent articles in
our trade journals. Along with increases in real
estate values, the cost of rebuilding a home has
increased dramatically. By some accounts,
building costs have increased by an average of
7% a year since 2001. Remember, your home
should be insured for 100% of
replacement vatue. if you y _(P
have any doubts
whatsoever, please
contact our office. We
can complete a cost
estimator that will help
put your mind at ease.




Don’t Have a Personal Catasirophe Policy?®... You Should!

There are vary few absolutes in the werld but here is one. Feel free to have
it laminated for your wallet. Everyone should have 2 Personal Catastrophe
Liability Policy . . . PERIODI Not only is this an excellent value in ferms of
cost, but the additional level of protection is vital in today's litigious climate.
In brief, the policy adds an additional $1,000,000in Ilab|lity pmtectlon over
and above your other liability exposures .
inctuding your auio, home, rental properiies,

. seasonal properties and, if you have one, your
boat, Call us. Your assets and financial
condition may be such that a $1,000,000 limit -
is insufficient. We must rely upon you to advise -
us accordingly. We will be happy fo discuss your ~
particular situation. The current generat
recommendation is a $2,000,000 limit.

The %f @J‘ Are Comn:;g. ,
™ The Holiday Season will be here before you know it. )
So here's the annual reminder list that will help keep 54

your family safe and your house standing after the
festivities:

Light Strings: They're cheap! Don't use the old ones!

Extension Cords: Also cheap! Flease, no fape.

Candles: Cheap but dangerous! Please, please, don't
go out or fo bed with them burning. THEY DO CAUSE
FIRES!

B gyt Trees: Keep them watered and away fromany &3
flame! Remember, “When the needles turn brown, take
them down”.

Protecting Your Home

if you are like most of us, your home is one of your fargest investments, Listed below are some
available endorsements which can add valuable features fo your palicy. in the event of a loss, these
miay often determine whether the claim is paid and the amount of coverage available:

The enhancement endorsement: For a charge of $37 per year, this form will expand your
coverage to include theft of jewelry to $5000, {your current policy includes only $3000) sewer &
drain backup and a varied range of other enhancements. Call us for details.

Insure your heme and all property at 100% of its full value! Not 80%, not 90% bt 100%. If
you have a serious fire or seme other type of [0ss which causes severs damage to your home,
believe me, your premium will become one of the most insignificant issues in your life. We have stood in the ashes of $200,000+ homes and can
assure you that the cost of the policy is never discussed. IF YOU HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT YOUR CURRENT COVERAGE, GIVE US A GALL. We'll be
happy to help you make certain that you are fully insured.

Keep the value of your jewelry updated. We suggest having the mors expensive items reappraised at least every three years. But, be sure to review
everything each year when you receive your renewal policy to make cettain that we're up to date. We suggest that you speak with your jeweler.

The ordinznce or law endorsement! Have you ever given any thought to the following situation? Your house s destroyed or even partially
destroyed by fire. You have sufficient coverage to rebuild, however, guess what? Local zoning laws now require that you add a sprinkler system o
the house or perhaps the new zoning requirement mandates that yvour house cannot be reconstructed on the same foundation but must be moved a
few feet from its original location. Who pays? You do unless you have “ordinance or law coverage.” The cost of this coverage is about 10% of
your basic premium. A good value! By the way, this is included in the above mentioned enhancement endorsement. Please be sure to review your
palicy to make certain yout have the coverage you requested and that is required to meet your needs. Call us if you have any questions or concerns.

1f you add to your home or if you construst an outhuilding or garage, be sure to let us know. Remember, while the policy provides full
replacement cost you must notify us within 90 days of the start of any such improvements.

ONE FINAL WORD. DON'T BE FOOLED! Homeowner policies are not all alike. Some would tell you otherwise but the fact of the matter is that
trying to save a few dollars in cost may resultin a claim that s NOT COVERED! If you're tempted to shop, check with us before you go elsewhere. If
you've found a hetter deal, we'll tefl you, Recently, we've heard sorme outrageous stories about some insurance folks who either don't know their
product or perhaps are simply desperate to make a sale at the consumar's expense.

Other Things You Should Consider

You may increase or add a floater for the items listed below.
While your policy already provides some coverage; you may
wish to increase the amounts.

1. Jewelry 6. Musical Instruments

2. Furs 7. Goin Collections

3. Silverware 8. Stamp Coliections

4, Guns 9. Gollectors items

5. Fing Arts (Hummefs, Dickens houses, elc.)

If you have items scheduled you should review the value
at least apnually. They do not increase automatically.

Miscellaneous & Other Coverages Availahle

1. Earthquakes do happen here and coverage is available. Of considerable
significance s the fact that we are prohibited from providing this coverage for
seven days afier an oceurrence, an indicator of how seriously our industry
considers this exposure. So, if you're concerned, don't wait. Call and add the
coverage now.

2. Dwelling replacement guarantee. We'll rebuild your home regardless of
cost!

3. Replacement cost on personal property. Guarantees no depreciation. Old is
replaced with new!

4. Sewer & drain. Don't depend on WSSC.,




Always review your policy to make sure that the vehicles listed are up
to date. Do not rely upon the salesperson to notify us of a new vehicle
as they often fail to do so.

Liability Limits: We believe that EVERYONE should have at least one million dolars in liability
protection! This is best accomplished with a Personal Catastrophe Policy however, we wili be
happy to discuss increasing the limiis on your auto policy. Please call us! Remember, a claim
that exceeds your limits can result in financial disaster!

Deductibles: Higher deductibles save monay! Be prepared, however, to pay in the event of
a claim. We will be happy to provide you with alternative deductible rates.

PIP/{Personal Injury Protection) - This coverage, which is mandated in Maryland, provides
you with medical expenses and lost wages. The minimum required is $2500 or you may carry
as much as $10,000. There is also a provision for waiving it completely for yourself, Letus
know if you wish to make changes.

Your Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist Coverage is extremely important. When you
recelve your auto policy at renswal, make certain that the timits for this coverage are the same
as the limits for your Bodily Injury Liability Coverage. Call us if you have any questions or if
you detect a discrepancy.

Loss of Use or Renta! Expense: Make sure that you have enough coverage to rent a car
that suits your needs. We suggest at least $30 per day but locally, $40 or even $50 per day
may be more appropriate. Please be sure o review your policy to make certain you have the
coverage you requested and that is required to meet your needs. Gall us if you have any
questions or concerns.

Loaning Vehleles: Lending your car to someone Is very risky. The problem is that YOUR
COVERAGE Is primary! There is a wide spread misconception that auto insurance follows the
driver. This is incorrect! The insurance follows the vehicle, therefore, an accident with
someone else driving your vehitle with your permission is charged under your policy,

The recommended fability & uninsured motorist limits are general in nature. Your assets and
financia condition may be such that you are in need of higher imits. We must rely upon you
however, to s0 advise us. We are always available to help you address these concerns.

THE RUTO CORNER

The Most Stelen Vehicles...

According to the National Insurance Crime
Bureau, the top five vehicles stolen are;

" We'reWell Represented!

As of Octobar 2005 there were 1,084,504
lawyers in the United States. There, now don’t

you_,fggl befter? 1995 Honda Civic

Multi-Policy Discounts.... 1989 Toyota Camry

Save Money! 199 Honda Accord
Rgent 1994 Dodge Caravan

Hyol're one of the few who have
only one type of insurance with our
agency, give us acalt! Having your
auto and home with the Erie will
save money on both! Besides, it
just makes life a bit easier. ONE AGENT, ONE
PHONE CALL, ONE LESS WORRY!

The Best... TReWorst.... ¢~

This past year a Harris poll
ranked the legal systems of the
50 states by “legal abuse”or sﬁm—,@
in other words, legal faimess. "

In a list from best to worst, Delaware finished
first while West Virginia was dead last. Maryland

Fhone Call 1994 Chevrolet 1500 Pickup

Less Womy Apparently, the value of parts on these
- LetlisBeTha ONE  venjicles is the driving farce.

Think Yow're Too 01d... Nensense!

Have a relative who
needs life instrance but
thinks it's too late? We
have markets for folks well

L (nto their 80's, aven with
" medicalissues..These ars
financially solid carriers
with fine reputations. Give
us a call,

was #20 and Virginia was #3. Try not 10 be sued
in West Virginia.

Bid We Mention...:

We do not have a phone "menu” We do not
have “voice mail”. We do not have "music to
hold by". You call we answer. Just thought
you might like to know. We don't mind if you
tell a friend.

Si usted prefiers que le expliguemos
alguna parte de esta caria en espanol,
dancs una llamada agui a la oficina.

Spanish, have them give us a call!

By The Way..... Hablamos Espaiiol

If you have friends who prefer to speak

Okay Bahy Boomers, ListenUp...

It’s Long Term Care time! No, we don't self it
directly but we do have resources who have
become experts in the field. Any fdea how long it
will take the typical care facility to wipe outa
lifetima of assets? Well, not long. Call us. We
can help.

What's Your Mother Worth?

Quite a bit according to a Waltham, Mass.
Study condusted this pastyear. A full time stay-
at-home mother would earn $134,121 annually.

_ A mother working outside the home would earn

an extra $85,876. Puts a whole new light on
Mother's Day!

Flood, floed, floodl...

FLOOD IS NOT COVERED UNDER YOUR
HOMEOWNER POLICY! We can provide
coverage through the Federal Flood Program
however, there is no endorsement that witl

- provide coverage under your homeowner policy.

So, if you can look out your window and see the
ocean at eye level or if you have to look up to ses
it, you need flood coverage. You may need it if
you're not even close to the sea or the bay.

Water lossas which arise from the plurmbing
inyour home are covered however, the actual
repair is not. This simpiy means that we will pay
for the water damage but not to fix the pipe. |f
you have questions De sure to glve us a call.

And remember, there are serious binding
restrictions on flood insurance, We need at least
thirty days notice unless the coverage is reguired
for settlement. Boitom line, don't wait tntil the
storm is coming up the bay!

Candles =Fires!...

Yet again, we have
experienced a very serious fire.
As a result of what? You
guessed it, GANDLES!! [fyou
would tike to start a fire in your
house, feave a candie burning
while you ge to bed, go
shopping, in you child’s room,
near the curtains, anywhere the Q
cat can knock it over, etc., etc., efc.. We are very
passionate about this. Candles are popular, They
smell great & add a certain ambiance.

BUT... they must be handied in a responsible
manner. The simple fact is that they are an open
flame in your home.

~ Life Insurance...

A new industry study shows that 44% of U. 8.
households either have no tife insurance and
befleve they should, or own life insurance but
believe they need more! Here's our standard
advice; buy young, buy healthy and buy from us.
We have access to the most competitive
companies in the country INCLUDING THOSE ON
THE INTERNET! And, unlike the internet folks,
we're right here, where you need us, when you
need us. No phone menu, no voice mail, no
“music to hold by™
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DearTom,

Too often good work and good relati
goes unrewarded, therefore | wanted to tell you'what
an excellent job you and your team has done for us
over the [ast 17 years your agency’s heen taking care
of both our personal and commercialinsurance needs.

The prices are always competitive and the
personal services is excellent. ltis always apleasure
for me to recommend your agency to my friends and
business associates,

Bestregards,

Roger R.
Kensington, MD

Sil. .. 77:/'001// (:),
No voice mail . w

No “Music to hold by” . 4 ‘?
NO multiple phone optsons

Just REAL PEOPLE, WHO ANSWER THE PHONE

N\



